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The beautiful artwork of British illustrator Bernadette Watts brings warmth andÂ  wonder to this

classic Nativity scene.Â  Open each tiny door leading to reveal a new detail in the picture.
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I wanted to do an advent calendar with my children this year. This was the only one I could find on

.com that didn't have a secular picture on the front, so I went with it.Here are some things about it,-

The doors are tough to close and keep shut (for next year)- Some of the facts aren't exactly biblical-

The entire Christmas story isn't told. e.g. No wise men!I'm writing out what is behind each door, so

you can make a better decision.1. A long, long time ago in Judea,2. Caesar Augustus issued a

decree3. that all the world should be taxed4. and everyone must go to the city of his birth5. to be

counted6. Joseph and Mary, who lived in Galilee, in the city of Nazareth, had to journey to

Bethlehem, where Joseph had been born.7. Mary packed a bundle for the journey8. Joseph fetched

the donkey9. and they set off for Bethlehem10. It was a long journey11. Mary, who was expecting

her first baby soon, rode on the donkey whenever she grew tired.12. How happy they were to see in

the distance Bethlehem at last!13. When they reached Bethlehem, Joseph set about trying to find a

place for them to stay.14. He went from door15. to door16. But all the inns were full.17. One kind

innkeeper offered them shelter in his humble stable.18. Gratefully, Joseph and Mary hurried through

the dark night to the stable.19. They shared the stable with a donkey and an ox20. Joseph lit a

lamp21. Mary laid fresh straw in the manger.22. Creatures large and small made their way to

Bethlehem23. Everyone followed the shining star to a humble stable.24. And there, on this holy



night, the baby Jesus was born.
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